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peevish swaine, through all intermediate degrees of the super-
ficial courtier or proud warrior, dissembling churchman, doting
old man, cozening lawyer, lying traveler, covetous merchant,
rude seaman, pedantick scolar, the amorous shepheard, envious

artisan, vain-glorious master, and tricky servant;------He had

all the jeers, squibs, flouts, buls, quips, taunts, whims, jests,
clinches, gybes, mokes, jerks, with all the several kinds of
equivocations and other sophistical captions, that could properly
be adapted to the person by whose representation he intended
to inveagle the company into a fit of mirth! "

I have it not in my power to produce the letter in
which Scott conveyed to Heber his opinion of this work.
I know, however, that it ended with a request that he
should present Mr. Adolphus with his thanks for the
handsome terms in. which his poetical efforts had been
spoken of throughout, and request him, in the name of
the author of Marmion, not to revisit Scotland without
reserving a day for Abbotsford; and the Eidolon of the
author of Waverley was made, a few months afterwards,
to speak as follows in the Introduction to The Fortunes
of Nigel: "These letters to the member for the Uni-
versity of Oxford show the wit, genius, and delicacy of
the author, which I heartily wish to see engaged on a
subject of more importance; and show, besides, that the
preservation of my character of incognito has engaged
early talent in the discussion of a curious question of
evidence. But a cause, however ingeniously pleaded, is
not therefore gained. You may remember the neatly
wrought chain of circumstantial evidence, so artificially
brought forward to prove Sir Philip Francis's title to the
Letters of Junius, seemed at first irrefragable; yet the
influence of the reasoning has passed away, and Junius,
in the general opinion, is as much unknown as ever.
But on this subject I will not be soothed or provoked
into saying one word more. To say who I am not, would
be one step towards saying who I am; and as I desire
not, any more than a certain Justice of Peace mentionedsituations of child and parent agonizing or delightful, runs
